Treatment of story grammar following traumatic brain injury: a pilot study.
Recent investigations have documented a variety of discourse deficits following traumatic brain injuries (TBI). However, there is a paucity of information relating to the treatment of such deficits. The present study investigated the treatment of discourse production deficits, specifically story grammar ability, in an individual with TBI. Treatment emphasized meta-linguistic comprehension of story grammar structure and the identification and generation of episode components within stories. Over the course of treatment, a marked increase in the number of complete episodes generated by the individual with TBI was noted in story grammar probes. Follow-up probes at 1 and 3 months post-treatment, however, indicated limited carryover and poor generalization of the treatment effects. Findings are interpreted in terms of the individual's chronic cognitive deficits, disruptions in managerial knowledge, and the limitations of treating discourse acontextually.